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Brundage to Bear Basin trail completed 

6.3 mile trail is 
ready to ride 

BYMAXSIU'ERSON 

A new 6.4-mile singl.e-trad 
mountain bike and hiking 
trail connecting Brundage 
MountainResortand the trails 
atBearBasinisnowopenand 
ready to ride. 

The project was led by the 
Central Idaho Mountain Bike 
Association, in partnership 
with Brundage Mountain Re-
sort and the Payette National 
Forest 

A formal ribbon cutting for 
the trail Is planned for July 7 
but enthusiasts are welcome 
to preview the trail prior to 
the grand opening now that 
construction has finished. 

ulhis trail features a play-
ful mix of smooth flowy lines 
through shady forest, natural 
and manufactured rock sec-

tions, along with sweeping 
viewsofMeadowsValley,Long 
Valley, PayetteLakeandSalm-
on River Mountain peaks as it 
descends 1,700 vertical feet," 
said ClMBA project coordi-
nator Dave Bingaman. 

Feedback from folks that 
have ridden the trail is incred-
ibly positive with many users 
saying this is one of the best 
trails in the area 

ulhis trail will be an amaz-
ing intermediate level link 
between two ofourmajortrail 
systems and will also provide 
opportunities to connect 
bigger loops that include the 
Payette Lake and Payette Rim 
trails for some calf-burning 
climbs and some epic down-
hills:' Bingaman said. 

Mountain bikers and hik-
ers can travel both directions 
on thetrail,sodownhillmoun-
tain bikers need to be aware of 
uphill riders, he said. 

Motorized vehicles are not 

allowed. 
The trail connects to 

BrundageMountain's30-plus 
miles of trails via the Lakeview 
Vista trail near its intersection 
with the Growler trail. On the 
south end, the trail connects 
to the Ditch Witch trail at Bear 
Basin, which has over 15 miles 
of mountain bike trails. 

Mountain bike trails at 
Brundage open tomorrow for 
the summer season. A Brund-
age lift pass is not required to 
ride the new trail. 

"RlderswhostartatBrund-
age would be able to ride up 
Growler, over to Lakeview 
V°JSta, then down the trail;' said 
Apri!Whimey, aspokesperson 
for the resort. "Our trail crews 
areworkinghard toclearsnow 
and debris from the trails, we 
recommend checking the 
summer trail report before 
visiting on opening weekend 
to see If your chosen trails are 
open:' 

Trail reports can be found 
at www.brundage.com/sum-
mertrails. 

The July 7 ribbon cutting 
starts at 12:30 p.m. at the top 
of the trail, followed by a group 
ride from 1 to 5 p.m. 

CIMBA members can ride 
the chairlift for free from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. A raffle will be 
heldatthebaseoffirundageat 
5:30 before a free live concert 
featuring The Pickpockets 
starts at 6 p.m. 

The trail was built by Pro-
gressl ve Trail Design from 
Bentonvllle,ArkansasandDlrt 
Candy Designs from Grand 
Marais, Minnesota with help 
from CIMBA volunteers and 
the Brundage Mountain Trall 
Crew. 

The trail has been in the 
works for more than a decade, 
with original designs created 
by the Payette National Forest 
In 2009 for a project that was 
later put on hold for a lack of 
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Sidney Bateman descends a rocky comer on the new 
Brundage to Bear Basin Trail. 

funding. 
Plans were resurrected in 

2019 by ClMBA and Brund-
age, in parmership with the 
One Track Mind Foundation, 
a nonprofit based in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota that has 

partnered with CIMBA on 
several projects. 

The trail Is on the Payette 
National Forest, which grant-
ed approval for the project 
in 2021. 
See BEAR BASIN, Page 84 



Bear Basin 
(Continued from Page B2) 

The project is funded by CIMBA, Brundage, the One Track 
Mind Foundation, the JA and Kathryn Albertson Foundation,, 
the Idaho Community Foundation, the Richard J. Sabala 
Foundation, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, 
the !MBA Dig-In Program and the City of McCall. 

CIMBA and the One Track Mind Foundation also worked 
together to construct the P~yette Lake Trail. The west side of 
the trail opened in 2019, which includes about five miles of 
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Once finished, the Payette Lake Trail will connect about 33 
miles of trail and logging roads in a loop around Payette Lake. 



{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}


{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":true}

